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EDUCATION. IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION & VIOLENCE PREVENTION 


Dear Peace Center Members, 

The following response is the culmination of many hours of work by The Peace Center staff and 
Board members. Our goal was to release a statement that accurately represented our vision and 
commitment to peace. This statement was sent to all the local media venues. 

The Peace Center Responds 


The Peace Center mourns the profound human losses that have resulted from the September 11, 2001 act 
of terrorism that has devastatingly impacted our country, and the world. We hope that those who 
planned and carried out these terrible criminal acts will quickly be brought to justice under the rule of 
law. We feel the dismay, sorrow, and sacred rage of all Americans; but despite our anguish, experience 
tells us that retaliation will not lead to the goal of ending terrorism. We call upon our government not to 
use military force that will harm more innocents, and create yet another generation of desperate, 
hopeless, misguided individuals. Similarly, we urge our fellow Americans to resist avenging these 
attacks by targeting people of the same background as the alleged perpetrators, who are guilty of nothing 
other than reminding us of the accused. 

Do we advocate standing by passively and not responding to the violence that has altered our nation 
forever 7 No. We call on our government to consult with the United States Institute of Peace and other 
leaders who have been dealing with terrorism in their countries, to come together in their quest to 
eliminate terrorism for every human being on the planet. The world keeps getting smaller and smaller, 
and if we are to find real solutions we must engage the rest of the world. 

Peace means being proactive in reversing the cycle of violence though creative problem solving, 
respecting one another's differences and redirecting our anger in order to get to the root cause of 
violence. For 20 years, The Peace Center has been dedicated to creating a more peaceful and just world. 

In our work as peace educators, we have seen anger, bullying, revenge and violence against children, 
families, neighbors and groups. We know that violence only begets more violence. The work of 
peacemaking has never been more timely, or important. Become part of the solution, as we rededicate 
ourselves to nurturing peace within individuals, communities and nations. We need to help define a new 
vision for the future without terrorism and with hopeful promise for all. 

The Peace Center remains committed to the long-term work of nonviolence and peace education. We 
have skilled facilitators for schools and other groups who want to dialogue about what they can do 
during this unsettling time. 

Several events have taken place this past week and many more will happen in the weeks to follow. On 
the back of this response is a list of the upcoming activities, workshops, forums, and programs. If you 
wish to be kept abreast of future events, please give us your email address. 
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